The Epistemologies They Carry: An Investigation of Feminist Writing Assignments by Navickas, Kathryn Elizabeth
Syracuse University 
SURFACE 
Dissertations - ALL SURFACE 
May 2016 
The Epistemologies They Carry: An Investigation of Feminist 
Writing Assignments 
Kathryn Elizabeth Navickas 
Syracuse University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://surface.syr.edu/etd 
 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Navickas, Kathryn Elizabeth, "The Epistemologies They Carry: An Investigation of Feminist Writing 
Assignments" (2016). Dissertations - ALL. 444. 
https://surface.syr.edu/etd/444 
This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access by the SURFACE at SURFACE. It has been accepted for 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	 	 Navickas	 248	














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































department Composition & Cultural Rhetorics  
239 H.B.C. Syracuse University 
 
home 103 Bristol Place #2 




email/skype/web kenavick@syr.edu  kate.navickas  www.knavickas.com 
 
 













Ph.D., Composition and Cultural Rhetorics 
Syracuse University 
  
Dissertation: “The Epistemologies They Carry:  
An Investigation of Feminist Writing Assignments” 
 
Committee: Eileen E. Schell (Chair), Rebecca Moore Howard, Lois Agnew, 
Gwendolyn Pough 
 
By studying writing assignments from a national pool of feminist writing teachers, I 
analyze the extent to which feminist principles emerge in such texts. Supported 
with teacher interviews and an autoethnographic account of my own teaching, I 
argue that pedagogical values are not always visible, and that writing assignments 
are one pedagogical site in which teachers can more closely attend to how 








M.A., English Literature: Concentration in Rhetoric and Composition 
Binghamton University 
 
Thesis: “Feminism and Composition: A Pedagogy for First-Year Composition”  
Advisor: Rebecca Moore Howard 




	 	 Navickas	 288	
academic positions 
   
Spring 2016 Instructor, SUNY Cortland 
2014-Present Editor: Graduate Editing Center, Syracuse University  
2010-2014 Teaching Assistant, Syracuse University 
2012-2014 Writing Center Tutor, Syracuse University 
June 2010-2015 ETS AP Exam Reader, Louisville, Kentucky 
2011-2012 Graduate TA Training Consultant, Syracuse University 
Spring 2010 Writing Center Director, Binghamton University 
2008-2010 Teaching Assistant, Binghamton University 
 
 
research & teaching interests 
 
Feminism; Feminist Rhetorics & Pedagogy; Composition Theory, Pedagogy & History; 
Rhetorical Genre Studies; Research Writing; Writing Across the Curriculum; Writing Center 
Pedagogies; Citation Project & Plagiarism; Social Justice Issues; Professional Writing; Digital 





Navickas, Kate. “Teaching for Liberation: Lessons from Minnie Bruce Pratt.” Pedagogy. (In 
Progress) 
 
Navickas, Kate. Associate Editor. The 2015 Best of Independent Rhetoric and Composition 
Journals. Anderson, SC: Parlor Press. 2016. (Forthcoming)  
 
Navickas, Kate. “Episode 10: Interview with Rebecca Dingo.” This Rhetorical Life, a multimedia 
podcast. 16 July 2013. http://thisrhetoricallife.syr.edu/episode-10-interview-with-
rebecca-dingo/ 
 
Navickas, Kate. Associate Editor. Listening to Our Elders: Working and Writing for Change. 










The Teaching of Writing | AED 408 
Instructor, Spring 2016 
AED 408 is an introduction to composition theory and pedagogy course geared 
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activities for a small group of TAs, facilitated group discussions, helped TAs learn the 
	
	 	 Navickas	 290	
Writing Program’s lower-division curriculum, created teaching resources, and directed 
grade norming sessions. Further, I was responsible for TA observations and 
assessment. As part of the position, I contributed to the revision of the second-year 
curriculum (the trajectory, assignments, and heuristics).   
 
Critical Research & Inquiry | WRT 205 
Race in American Culture & Language | Fall 2012 
Sex & Sexuality in Pop Culture | Spring 2012 
Gender in Pop Culture | Spring 2011  
WRT 205 is a second-semester, research-based writing requirement that focuses on 
research methods, primary and secondary research, and evaluating and working with 
sources. I have taught and designed three different versions of WRT 205 (listed above). 
The basic trajectory for WRT 205 moves students from engaging with a set of shared 
readings and doing critical summaries, to developing research questions and research, 
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sample prompts, ETS’s scoring rubrics, benchmark sample essays, organizational 
tactics for approaching the questions, and taking practice writing tests.  
 
Educational Opportunity Program  
Instructor, Summer 2009 
The E.O.P. summer writing course introduces potential first-year students to the 
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“White Feminist Teachers as Racial Allies: Extending Welch’s “Rhetoric from Below”” 
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Liberal Tolerance. Feminisms & Rhetorics: Minnesota State University, October 
2011. 
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events for SU graduate students.  
 
2012-13 Major-Minor Committee. Writing Program, Syracuse University. 
Revised and developed consistent course descriptions and objectives for 
Writing Program upper-division courses.  
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Graduate Student Organization for the 2012-13 academic year; and, 
served as the Web Chair for the 2013-14 academic year. 
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